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DE. SCHIIEMANN'S "TIRYJVS."* 



The four splendid volumes, " Mycense," " Ilios," "Troja," " Tiryns," not to 
speak of other works in a similar field, which Dr. Schliemann has now given to 
the world, are a contribution both to archaeology and to history of the highest value. 
Whatever may be thought of some of his theories ; whether his identification of 
the Hill of Hissarlik as the site of Homer's Ilium, and his strong conviction of an 
historical basis for the Trojan legends, be accepted or not ; whether on various 
points of archaeological detail students of the world's prehistoric ages agree with 
him or dissent from him, the value of his work as a courageous, indefatigable and 
singularly successful excavator on the sites of ancient cities, and of the books in 
which he records the results of his labor, will surely never be called in question. 

Tiryns offered to Dr. Schliemann for excavation some peculiar attractions. 
Although less a center of heroic legend than Troy, and less noted in Grecian 
history than Hycense, it has long been a subject of legendary and historic 
allusion in a way to make a more intimate knowledge of it an object of desire for 
those interested in antiquarian study. According to Greek mythology it was 
here that Hercules was born, and in its neighborhood — the marshes of Lerna and 
the woods of Nemea— that some of the most notable of his " twelve labors " were 
done. The walls of its citadel were from the earliest times renowned as of 
Cyclopean structure, and said by such writers as Pausanius to rival in stu- 
pendousness even the pyramids of Egypt. The city was not without its place in 
Grecian history, while questions as to the date of its origin and the time and 
circumstances of its destruction have much interested historical students. 

The city, or rather the citadel, of Tiryns was built upon a hill of moderate 
elevation in the Argolic plain, southward from Corinth and south-eastward from 
Athens. At one time the kings of Tiryns were independent princes, ruling over 
a small territory which afterward, like that of which Mycenae was the center and 
sovereign, was conquered by Argos, a stronger city in the vicinity, and its citadel 
and palace destroyed. This event is believed by Dr. Schliemann to have taken 
place in pre-Homerie times, although other writers place it later. Of the pre- 
historic origin of the city there can be no doubt. Nor is it surprising that legend 
should have attributed the building of its walls to that fabled race of 
giants, the Cyclopes, when the enormous size of the stones and the breadth and 
strength of the walls themselves are considered. Blocks of stone from eight to ten 
feet in length, three or more in breadth and the same in thickness, could be put in 
place by no ordinary human strength ; and when one looks upon walls thirty feet 
in breadth, built of such masses, and thinks of them as probably reared to the 
height of fifty or sixty feet, he ceases to wonder that Tiryns should by admiring 
ancients have sometimes been compared even with the pyramids. 

* Tirvns. The Prehistoric Palace of the Kings of Tiryns. The Eesults of the Latest Exca- 
vations. By Dr. Henry Schliemann, author of "Mycense," "Ilios," etc. The Preface by 
Prof. F. Adler, and Contributions by Dr. William Doerpfeld. Illustrated. New York: Charles 
Scrlbner's Sons. Sold by Jansen, McClurg & Co. Price, $10.00. 
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All that could have been anticipated, in the particulars just noticed, is 
realized in the discoveries made in the excavations ; but other results greatly 
surpass expectation. The citadels on this acropolis of Tiryns appear to have been 
three in number ; an upper citadel at the southern and highest point of the hill ; 
a middle one, where it begins to slope to the plain ; and another, still lower down. 
These are all connected ; but within the upper one was the palace of the king. Dr. 
William Dorpfeld, an eminent German architect, associated with Dr. Schliemann 
in some part of his work, has succeeded in reproducing with surprising complete- 
ness the plan of the palace, guided by the foundation walls of its several courts, 
halls and chambers, which still remain. In the result a prehistoric royal abode 
comes to light with a distinctness hitherto unattainable, and almost as if the 
palace of Priam or Odysseus had suddenly sprung out of the ground. 

The description given of the several parts of the palace, as thus in a sense 
reconstructed, is the central matter of interest in this splendid book, as its title 
implies. The gate-way, the propylsea, the exterior and interior courts, the hall 
of the men and the hall of the women, each with its circular hearth which was 
made the centre of the household life, the altar in the interior court of the men's 
apartments, the bath-room, the treasure-chamber — these are reproduced in the 
plan drawn by Dr. Dorpfeld, and described by him with an exactness which 
enables the reader to see " as with eyes." Fragments of painted plaster, in many 
patterns, show that the walls were ornamented in rich colors, the tints of which 
remain even to this day. In view of all, one finds himself revising his original 
impressions of prehistoric men and their environment, and deciding that neither 
the men nor their way of living can have been so different from those of later 
times, as it is perhaps natural to suppose. 

The plates, map, plans, and other engravings in the book illustrate vividly 
the results of the excavations. They amount in all to 188 ; many of them being 
pictures of prehistoric pottery, implements and weapons found in the debris of 
the ruins. Many of the plates are colored so as to be facsimiles of the figures and 
patterns adorning the walls ; while the map of Argolis in the frontispiece and 
the plans representing the palace and fortress are a great help to the reader. In 
its way " Tiryns " must command an interest little, if at all, inferior to that 
which the former works of this author have awakened. 



EGYPT AND BABYLON.* 



Therefore every scribe who hath been made a disciple to the kingdom of 
heaven is like unto a man that is a householder, who bringeth forth out of his 
treasure things new and old. This is what Professor Bawlinson has done in the book 
before us. He has taken up seriatim the notices of Egypt and Babylon found in 
the Old Testament, and has proceeded to show what may be learned in regard 
to the same events from profane history, whether from ancient books or from the 
monuments. 

Outlines of a few of the discussions will be in place. Prom 2 Chron. xxxm., 
10-13, we learn that Manasseh, after a long course of wickedness, (1) was 
attacked and captured by Assyrian generals, who took him with hooks [not 



* Egypt and Babylon from Sacred and Profane Sources. By George Bawlinson, M. A., 
Camden Prof essor of Ancient History, Oxford. New York: CharUs Scritmer's Sons. 1885. Pp. 
329. Price, $1.50. 



